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- a= 7] S World, a'\moſt ſtately Stru- 
Fnre, was made to be a Temple 
to the Eternal Divmitie, For Re- 
* pg ligion, which i the Holy Worſhi 

a of GOD, the great End of the Li 

| "* and Being x area 
World was made. Man 4s both the World's Ora- 
tour and Gov's Prieſt t He, in the behalf of aff the 
Creatures, is to ſpeak the Praiſes of GOD, andoffers 
ing thers up 4s a Spiritual Sacrifice at. GOD's Hltar, 


—— 


, to \inplore He Aid Jy 'Blſſmg apart all bis I 
ings.” - And NE ono ona ds 
; devoutly to gi ve the Gloryto GOD. 


na d page, 
ten; m the-Natuve/df 
by Reaſom. The 
wont to make humble — tothe ler Divmis 
ties they adored. The greateſt Perſgis among them, 
before they undertook any Matter of Weight or Impor- 
tance, would. . have Recourſe to. ſome. 'Femple of. 
the Gods, to ask Counſel, to offer up their Vows, and 
to. implore their Aid for a gout Succeſs. And when 
they were guided by Oracles,. they progeded with as 
much-Courage and Confidence, as if they expefted to.be 
proſper d by Miracles, in the Purſuit of their Deſigns. 

And when they ſucceeded m their great Attempts, and 
attain'd their End, they honour d their Gods as the Au- 
thors of their boppineſs, by Religious Acknowledgs 
ments and rich Oblations. Flow much more des it 
become Chriſtians, to whom the only true GOD hath 
not only reveal'd Himſelf inthe. Gael of His 
Pomer,- and Glories of his Grace, bit «firm 
Covenant, obliged Himſelf to be thi ©'0- 
to do them Grod, in all-their Undertakings to. make 
their  Addre by to: Himfor Direftion, Aſſtance. and 
good. Succeſs \!' \Hlow' welt does-it become Judges: and 
Magiſrate who! have Jo. great a. Power and 
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Truſt, both as to the Laws, and the Lives of men,” 
when they enter upon «Work of ſo great Importance,” ns 
the Peace "and Welfare of the King and People, to go 
to meet GOD in His Houſe, who: as Supreme Lord 
and Judoe preſides in their Court! 'Tis by Athority 
derived-from GOD, they fit tojudge men : and 'tis 
hy the Light of His Wiſdom, and Influence of his Grace 
that they err nov in Judgment. When a Judge comes 
out of the Church into the Court, be appears with 
mote Majeſty, as a God coming out. of Heaven to 
adminiſter Juſtice ts- men' mn Earth, When a Jude, 
has firſt bearkened tothe Voice of GOD, declaring Hs 
Will to him in his Word, he comes with more Autho- 
rity-to execute his Office, and ought to be attended 
with more Regard, as a Perſon who comes with Inſtrus 
Fions from the King, and. Injunflions from GOD. 
And this is agreeable to what the Goſpel requires, that 
what ever a man does,he ſhould do it in the Name 
of Chriſt, and for the Glory of Gop. 

Now; Sir,. the Solemnity.of Religion, prepas 
ratory. to. the Adminiſtration of, Juſtice, was by your 
Appomtment and Command, . committed to my ( are... 
The following Diſcourſe prepar'd for that Purpoſe,,. 
tho” ſomewhat contrafedin the Delivery,. 1 have here, 
in Obedience to your, Command, preſented to you-entire ; 
hoping that, at leaſt; it mayſerve fora Memoriall of-. 
that Honour; which His Majeſty, our moſt Gracious . 
Sovereign, hath been pleaſed to confer- upon you,. in 
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TY = to be the Guat+ 
of P uſtice, and; i accounting you a fit- 
> - for dra with o aan wy 
POSED for the Defence and Safety both of the 


King and his People.” Tis a mighty — Day po 
great Danger, where are. ae 
dy Conſpiency. the Lyfe wo guy war ng 
x Sam. 18, which ought tobe Ten Thouſand tmes dearer to ever 
3. ry one of us thay ox out! Lives, But that Almi mghy 
GOD, .m i ped ae. 90 Hae fy ings, will 
raciouſly be plea to-preſerve the precious Ls 
an  prefent Gracioua Sovereign, from allthe Macki 
nations" of his wicked Enemies, aud at laſt, after a 
ng end happy Reign on Earth, cram bim with eternal 
in dvd is. (Tam well ſured ) the hearty 
Pe ire and Prayer of all his Loyall' Subjefts, and as 


mong/} them of 


:..,( Worthy Sir ) 


Your moſt humble 
\.\ Servant, \.\ i 
T ho. Wills. 
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PsaLt. LXXXIL 1. 


GOD ſtandeth:in the Congregation of the Mf why: Ele 
judgeth among the Gads. 


HE ARions of men eminent in Ptaceand 
Power, are of much greater Importance 
than whary done by inferiqur Perſons. The 
Greater Stars give. the clearer: Light, and 
have the pages Influcace. The Good or Hurt of 
magy, the Weltare or Wd of Thenlanda, oh de: 
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pends upon the Aftionsof ſomgfew Greg men. Their 
more notable Miſcarriages oft prove Epdemicall Mil: 
chiefs; whereas by thew wiſe-Managemeat of great 
Affairs, men enjoy much Tranquillity, with Abwnderce 
of the Bleffings of Peace, = nothing does more 
nquce to, engage ſigh 'Perions to! a OM ig 
oo menage of important Miteers 94K ively Senſe of 
the Divine Preſence. For as mean men are mightily 
over-aw'd by the Preſence of a King, and ſo eaſily re- 
ſtrain'd from an indecent Rudenels, and induc't to a 
-civi Behaviour, and good Government of themſelyes : 
ſo muſt Great mez, in all Reaſon, be powerfully influ- 
enc't by the Preſence ofthe moſthigh God, who is infi- 
nitely more above them in Wiſdom, Greatneſs, Power, 
than the Greateſt King above the meaneſt men. ' No- 
_ thing therefore can be more proper and powerful to in- 
duce Judges andMagiſtrates to a due Execunion of their 
Office, when they are aſſembled in a Court of Juſtice, 
than a ckar Apprehenſion, a firm Perſuaſion, and a full 
Aſſurance that Almighty G O D, the Great Judge of 
the World, is preſent with them as Judge and King. 
And nothing is more certain. ,For, ſaith-the Word of 
Truth, God flandeth in the Congregation of the Mighty : 
He judgeth among the Gods. 
© Now whoare the Mighty, the Gods here mention'd, 
but Fudges and Magiftrates ? What is this Congregation 
of the Mighty, but a Court of Juſtice ? And who is this 
Glorious Perſon, who ſtands in the Court, and ſuperin- 
tends in Judgment : *Tis GOD Himſelf, GOD fandeth 
- the Congregation of the Mi_;hty : He judgeth among the 
ods | 9 


Here then we have a fair Profpett into a large Field 
of Diſcourſe. Let's here make a little Stand, and take 
a diſtin&t View of the more remarkable Things, which 
preſent themſelves to our Eye. And lersin Eng 
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| Place view thoſe Great and Splendid Titles, which are: 


here givento Judges and Magiſtrates, and conſider the 
me and Kealon of them. Then let's caſt our E 


upon the Court, where the Perſons adorn'd and digni- - 


fy'd with theſe Titles are aſſembled, and conſider the 
Reaſon of their Convention and Aſſociation: And laſt- 
ly let's take ſpecial Notice of that bright Glory that reſts 


upon them, which reſults from the - Divine Preſence - 


among them, and conſider what Influence this ſhould 
have upon their Aftions and Attendants, andefpecial- 
ly thoſe who have any particular Concera in the 
Court. | 

The T:tles here given to Judgesand Magiſtrates are 
very illuſtrious :_they are call'd "mx E Land eam'me E- 
L O HIM, the Mighty, the Gods, or the Mighty Gods. 
Both theſeTirles are the Names ofGOD,even of the moſt 
High GOD, by which He is moſt uſually call'd in che 
Holy Scripture, They both ſignify Might and Power, 
with a ſpecial Reference to Ju/tice and Tudement, For 
DII79z% ELOHIM (as the H-brevy obſerve ) is a 
Name of Tudgment ;, as mm JEHOVAH is a Name of 
Grace, Soit's ſaid wa) EI ELOHIM SHOPHET, 
GOD is Judge : He putteth down one, and ſetteth up awo- 
ther. And by this Name are Judges ca!l'd inthe Law 
of Moſes. For it is ſaid, For all manner of Treſpaſs, whe- 
ther it be for Ox, for Aſs, for Sheep, for Raiment, or for 
any manner of loſt Thing, which another challengeth to be 
his, the Cauſe of both Parties ſhall comer 9 AD 
HAELOHIM, before the Judges ; andwhom nx E- 
LOHIM the Judges ſhall condemn, he ſhall pay double unto 
his Neighbour. And lo likewiſe 1s the Name EL 
given to GOD when He is ſpoken of asa juſt and im- 
partial Judge. For the LORD your GOD ( faies Moſes 
to Iſrael) i:GOD of Gods, and LORD of Lords, 
Wn HAEL eget; "9 a Great GOD, a migh- 
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9 ants terrible, which | regerdeth not Perſons, nor reheths 


' Reward. He doth execnte the Fudement of the FatherlefS 


and the Widow. And therefore faith Bi/dad in Fob, 
ware ny *Rn Doth'E L, GOD pervert Tudement ? or 
doth the Almighty pervert Fuftice* © 

—_ and Power for Judgment then is the Im- * * 
port of theſe Names which are here given to Judges. 
And therefore, when GOD is repreſented as coming 
forth in his terrible Majeſty, with Power and great. 
Glory, to judge the whole World in Righecoulnel, 
both theſe Names are given. td. Him. it's ſaid, 
Sins EL ELOHIM, The Mighty GOD, even the 
LORD hath ſpoken , and called the Earth, even from the 
riſing of the Sun, unto the going down thereof... Out of Z4- 
on thePerfeltion of Beauty mann Inn GOD, even ELO- 
HIM the Mighty GOD, hath ſhined. ivr wb Our GOD, 
even ELOHIM #he Mighty Fudge ſhall come,. and ſhall not 
keep Silence. * A Fire ſpall devour before Him, and it ſhall 
be very tempeſtuons round about Him. He ſhall call to the 
Heavens from above, and to the Earth that He may age 
His People. Gather my Saints together unto me, thoſe who - 
have made a Covenant with me by Sacrifice. And the Hea- 
wvens ſhall declare his Righteouſneſs : mn waw Ins 
For GOD, ELOHIM, the Mighty GOD, He is Judge ; or 


| Cas we render it Y GOD is Fudge Himſelf 


Thus.-we have ſeen the Import of the Names or Ti- 
tles here —_ to Judges a Magiſtrates: let's now 
confider for-what Reaſon they are given to them. 

Theyare certainly given them Honoris &- Officii or a- 


_ t/4,to put:an Honour upon them, to diſcriminate them 


from others of an inferiour Rank and Order in the 
World; an&to oblige them to ſuch an Execution of 


their Office, as becomes them who are dignify*d with ſo 


great-an Honour. 
"Tis. 


Hs rates. 
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Fudges and. Magi 


o 


- *Tis ſure no ſinall Honour to Judges and Magi 

char GOD harh intruſted them with the Balances of Fu- 
fice, arm'd them with his own gvertering Sword, and 
put into their Hands his Thunder and Lightening, even 
the Terrours of the Law, which may make them for- 
midable ro guilty men : but this Honour receives a 
mighty Augmentation by this, that he bath graciouſly 
bene pleas'd to communicate to them His own Names, 
which primarily and moſt properly pertainunto Him- 


ſelf; even m EL, and In ELOHIM, in that they ; 


are calld the Mighty,ftiled Gods, Whar greater Gl 

could GOD -put npon men? WhenGOD, asa To- 
ken-of ' his Favour, chang'd the Names of 4bremand 
Sarai, as a Markof Honoxr, He addedonly tocach :of 
them one Letter of his own glorious Name, mm JE- 
HOVAH, calling him ABRAHAM, and her $4R AH. 
But behold-here, not a Letter ofany Name of GOD, 
but his very Name," EL, GOD, the Mighty GOD, 
is here given to Judges and Magiſtrates. Yea, theve- 
ry ſame Name, which GOD, upon the Account of 
His Power and Judgment, aſſumes to Himſelf, . He 
here gives unto chem. For it's here ſaid, epntm E- 
LOHIM, GOD fandeth in the Congregation of." 'EL, 
the Mighty : He judges amonz tvn*mu ELOHIM, the 
Gods, What more magnificent can be ſpoken of 
them? And the Greatneſs of Him thatſpeaksar, makes 
the Glory greater-to them. If the King give a Tirle 
of Honour toa man, it remains with him, and putsa 
Luſtre upon his Perſon : If GOD Himſelf give a Ti 
tle of Honour to a man, it makes him truly honourable. 
Andtho* the-King gives many Tiles of Honounto his 
SubjeAs, ' He reſerves nnd rs. to himſelf: this is a 


'Glory Which he will -»or grve 40/489 CL 


there GOD givesthe Title of Gods 40 men. 
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ring of Honour, the King makes not men K/ngs : but 
GOD makes men Gods. Such are Judges and Magi- 
ſtrates in the Sacred Style ; I have ſaid, Ne are Gods. 
Such is the Honour of thoſe Perſons, whom the King 
of Kings delights to Honour, The Senate of Rome 
feem'd to Cineas ( Ambaſladour of King Pyrihws ) 
a Council: Houſe of Kjngs : but a Court of Jultice, where 
the Mighty are aſſembled for Judgment, isa Congrega- 


tion of Gods. 


Now GOD puts this Honour upon: Judges and Ma- 
iſtrates, becauſe they are torepreſent his Perſon in the 
| mary of their Office; and to procure them the 
_ Reverence and Veneration from. men, that the 
ajeſty of Juſtice, which is de{ign'd to over-awe men 
to Obedience, may not be obſcur'd by the Contempt 
of the Perſons, who are authoriz'd for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of it. And when men give Honour toa Magiſtrate, 
10a Judge, as GOD'*sRepreſentative, they do1n effe&t 
ive Glory to GOD, who hath given ſuch Power and 
uthority'to men. And thus there is,and ought to be, a 
conſtant Circulation of Honour ; which as it Originally 
comes from: GOD, fo ſhould it ulcimately return to. 


- Him, who is:the Firſt and the Laſt, the Beginning and the 


Ending ; the firſt Cauſe, and laſt End of all things. All 
the S&reams of Excellency and Honour, which flow 
from Him astheir firſt- Fouxtain and Originall, ſhould 
retura to Him, and empty themſelves into-the im- 
mens Ocean of His Glory, | 


Now as GOD by givingthelſe Names to Judges and 
iſtrates,. puts. a Tan upon their Pertons and in- 


M 
circles them with a- Glory, to- ſecuxe them from Con- 


tempt : ſo He mightily obliges them hereby-to {ach a 


| Diſcharge of thein Dusy,, as that. there. may be viſible. 
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Correſpondency in their Ations tothe Excellency of 
their Titles; and the Luſtre and Glory of thele Great *. 
Names, may ſhine forth in the Execution of their Ot- 
fice, Thoſe whoare tiled Gods, ſhould excell in thoſe 
Virtues, which are the lively Images of the Divine 
PerfeRions, even of thoſe Excellencies which are the 
Gloriesof God, as the Supreme Lord and Judge of the - 
World. Such are Wiſdom, . Juſtice, Mercy, Fortitude 
and Truth. . Theſe are as the bright Raies of the Sun 
wherein the eternal -Divinity ſhines. forth with an 
amiable Luſtre, in the Government of the World, 
And the Gods on Earth ſhould array themſelves with 
theſe Beams and Beauties : and that they may manifeſt 
themſelves to-be what they are calld, they ſhould fo- 
demean themſelves that thele Virtues and Excellencies 
may appear in their Adminiſtrations. | 


% v1 > MM Aa heat, +» 


Wiſdom is a Virtue which ſhould never be wanting 
in Judges and Magiſtrates. *T was the Wi{dom of Solo- Ecclet. 8.r,. 
270n Which made his Face:to ſhine with 1o bright a Lu- 2” 
ſtre, when he fate wi zaioy, glittering in his Glory and 
Majeſty upon the Tribunal.. In. his clear Deciſion of 
the doubtful Caſe betwixt the zwo Harlots, both plead. * Kins 3-286 
ing for one living Child, all the World admir'd his 
Wiſdom. This was an early Glory of-his Government, 
whichrender'd him truly Great in the Eyes of-his Sub- 
jects. Wiſdom. in a-King or a Judge is an Argelical 
Excellency, a Ray of Divinity. So it was ſaid of David”; 
As an Angel of GOD, {o is my Lord the Kings. to diſcern , cp, 14-1 
good and bad., This. diſcerning Faculty is; 4 riecel(-- | 
ſary Virtue in a Judge or Magiſtrate ,, without » 1, ,z, 
which he cannot rightly adminiſter. Juſtice and rourh 7 yay iad1 wp 


ment*, He muſt havea piercing Eye. to look through *75 5: 
« the Difeviſes wherewith guilty men are wont to hide ,3 4306. 
ae: Truch, and palliate their Crimes. TrutKis oft: __ —_ may l.3 
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led up in Darkneſs, a and hidden from the _ of men, 
| A ſtrift Scrutiny is thenneceſfary to von ht Judgment: 
p Lin is Was;the Praftice pf Partent Job in his Profperous 
bag. 16. te; The Cauſe which Thnew not, I ſearched out. 

S MEALS Wiſdom, which ſtands.in the Knowledge of 
Laws, and an Ability to apply that Knowledge to 
Pra&tice, in all emergent Ch es, and to makea right 
Fine of Things 1 in-yarious Circumſtances, 1s a 
e without which-it is notimaginable the Office 
of a Jud e or Mag iſtrate ſhould be rightly executed. 
For as Faltice is is *pcca matey, the prop of Cities, the 
repgrh of Societies, the Support La Kingdoms: ſo 
Paſo Fer finws, the Eye of Juſtice. Without this, 
- and that Sword oft wounds the Inno 

Tot th ould Defend them, and ſlay the Guilty. 


4. _ 


Excel 2 thus guided by Wiſdom, is - os 

of's Goo lr, a God-like For, 

TR Fit that ny over men , ruling in = Fear of 
GOD. And *ris pan x ſtice, -which Moſes the 

Great far la requires 1n Judges, in the Charge: 
mY 16, which he gave them, ſaying, Hear the Cauſes hve 
ao wn, and judge only between every man, 

md his bs Broches. ind 


fiat args y — is with him. ':'Ye 
not reſpelt Perſon 15 but yeſball heat the 
ſmall 45 well as the Great : = ard of the Face 
- man ; for the Tudgment is GOD's. For whoa Judges 
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that condemneth the juſt,. even they. both are an- Abominge 
tion to the LORD. And he that either for Fear or ' 
Favour acquits a Great Offendour, ſhall not only be has | 
ted of God, but alſo abhorr'd'of men. For, He that Prov. 242 
faith to the Wicked, Thou art Righteous:.; hins: fall the | 
people curſe, Nations ſhall abhor him. | Hg that a- 
ainſt the Light of his own Conſcience, either acquits- 
Guilty, or condemns the Innocent, drawsa woful 
Guilt upon his own Soul ; the Guilt of the Crime com- 
mitted, or the Bloud ſhed ; and GOD will require it at 
his Hand, yh 
Juſtice is the Glory of the King, and-therefore ſhould : 
be the Care of the Judge. Whea S;//ammes, one of the #0d- !. 5+. 
chiefeſt of the Perſ1an Judges, had given an unjuſtJudg- 
ment, Camby/cs the King cauſed him to be flay'd alive, 
and his Skin (asa bloudy Trophee of the Triumphof 
Juſtice over an unjuſt Judge ) tobe hung upover the 
FTudgment-Seat, for a Warning to all others, | 
Judges ſtand in the ſtead of GOD ; and therefore 
they ſhould depole all Humane ReſpeQs, and as Divine 
Perſons, do what may be rationally conceiy'd GOD 
Himſelf, who is eſfenrially Juſt, in the ike Cafe would 
do. A Judge ſhould ſoact inall Adminſrations, as 
if he was nothing elſe but F#/tice incarnate. So exaCt- 
ly, impartially Juſt ſhould Judges be, as if they were 
( what St. Paul and Barnabas were thougltt to be) 
Gods come down from Heaven inthe Likeneſs of men. And 
therefore they mult be ſuch whoſe Eyes are not dazled 
with the Luſtre of Gold, nor Hands open'd to receive 
Gifts. For how abſurd is it that ( as it. is in the ancient 
Proverb *) The Hare ſhould draw the Lyon with a *"Faxc an: + 
golden Snare ! Judges and Officers (laies Moſes) 1 ſhalt Ye rune | 
thow make thee in all thy Gates, which the LORD thy GOD = FY 
giveth thee throughout all thy Tribes : and they ſhall jadge Pevt- 15. "8, 
the People with juſt Tudgment. Thou (halt not wreſt ke bs 
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ment, thot ſhalt not reſpeit Perſons, neither take a Gift * 
i for # Gift dothblind the Eyes of the Wiſe, and pervert the 

4 Words -of the | Righteous. * Juſtice, Fuſtice, or, that 
4 which is altogether juſt ſhalt thou follow, It ſhould be as 
ealy to turn the Sun from his Courle, as to divert a 
Judge fromthe Courſe of Juſtice. 


And yet muſt a Judge or Magiſtrate ſo do Juſtice, as 
not to forget ſeaſonably-to ſhew Mercy, when fit occafi- 
on is offer'd. For Mercy is another Glory of the Divi- 
nity, wherein thoſe who are Gods on Earth, ſhould 
ſhine in the Eyes'of men. For the moſt High GOD, . 
| tho? — uſt, is yet very Merciful and Gracious. 
Plal. $7. 10.8 Thy Mercy ( math-the Pſalmiſt) # Great unto the Hea- 
119.64. wvens ; and- the Earth is full of Thy Mercy. Mercy is the 

moſt amiable Excellency ofthat GOD whois terrible 
in Majeſty,,and reſiftleſs in His Power. Mercy, tis 
the Beauty of His Face, the Sweetneſs of His Name, 
the Glory of His Crown, the Joy (if I may ſo ſpeak) 
and Delight of His Heart. Who # « GOD like unto T hee 
({atth the Prophet) who pardonerh Iniquity, and paſſeth by 
the Tranſereſſion of the Remnant of His Heritage ? He re- 
taineth not His Anger for ever ; becauſe He dclighteth in 
Mercy. Thereis not then a more _— Image of God 
tobe found upon Earth, than a Merciful man. Juſtice 
without Mercy, will in ſome C aſes, be Cruelty ; and 
Government without this excellent Virtue, will dege- 
nerate 1nto Tyrenny, In a well govern'd Kingdom, 
| Judgement ſhould run donn 4s Water, and Righteouſneſs 
as a mighty Stream, But without Mercy, Judgment will 
be turn'd ro Wormwood, and thoſe mighty Waters, as 
the Rivers of Egypr, will beturid into Bloud/- Juſtice 
and Mercy muſt walk hand in hand, in the Paths of 
Equity and Judgment. The Good Judge muſt con- 
demn the Guilty, and ſodo Juſtice :_ but- defend the 
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Innocent, out of Love to Mercy. Suchisthe Char 
which GOD by the Plalmiſt gives unto Judges and Ma- & 

; Defend the. Poor and FatherlefS: do Fuftice t0 Pla 82. 4,4 
the afflicted and needy; rid them out of the hand of the "8 
Wicked, Thus Juſtice on the Guilty; is Mercy tothe _ . 
Innocent. 

Moreover a Love ts Mercy ſhould be manifeſted by 
allevating the Rigonrs of Juſtice, according to the Qua- 
liry ofthe Offence, and condition of the Offendour, ſo 
far as it may be done within the Latitude of the Law. 
Thus Zalencrs, the Law-giver of the Locrians, when ian. uw. \ 
his Son being taken in Adultery, was by the Law to #7 * "+. 
ſuffer the Lols of both his Eyes, didby a rare At of © © 
Mercy alleviate the Rigour of Juſtice, in ſuffering one 
of his own Eyes to be put out, and ſparing one ot his 
Sons, that he might not utterly deprive him of his 
Sight. - 

The Sword of Juſtice is to be hathed in the Oyle 
of Mercy, that it may'at once wound and heal. : For 
the very Deſign of Juſtice, even in the ſevereſt Puniſh- 
ments, is not the Deſtruction, but the Good and Wel- 
fare of Mankind ; according to the known Maxim, 

Ildoz nuveie Iris 74 d1a37, all Puniſhment 5s de i2n'd for 
Good, 'It's then the —_— of a good Judge not to 
be tranſported by his Paſſion to Afts of Severity in the 
Adminiſtration of Judgment, but (after the Example 
of GOD Himſelf) i» Wrath to remember Mercy, Mer Hab-3.2. 
cy in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, fixes the Empire 
of a Prince in the Hearts of his Subjes, which is the 
firmeſt Eſtabliſhment, and ſo the beſt Security for the 


_—_ Peace. For by Juſtice hp reſſours are 


ont 


con/umed out of the Land : and in Mercy ({lauththe Prince- 10.16. g. 
ly Prophet) ball the Throne be eftabliſhed: Thus Mer- | 
cy, the Beauty of the Divine Goyerament, is the 


ſtrength and Glory of a Kingdom, 
| | GC Bur 


- 22 Þo a 83144) . 


"4 Þ.,- tC o-< 
* S *, p s © — 4 s = 3. Y of = 
| nomey 
- - 


93-1, 


* I 


Lo, 20, 


- But tho? the Heart of a Ruler or Judge be tendes, 
and apt to melt into Mercy,yet muſt he be ſtrong and re- 


ſolute inthejAdminiſtration of Juſtice. The LO R D 
reioneth (faith the Plalmiſt ) He is clothed with Majeſty ; 
the LORD is clothed with ſtrength, wherewith He 
hath girded Himſelf. He'sa _—_— GOD who go- 
verns and judges the World; that man muſt be 
Strong and of good Courage, who ſtands in GOD's 
ſtead for the Adminiſtration of Government and Ju- 
ſtice. When a juſt Cauſe meets with a ſtrong Oppoſi- 
tion, there ſhould the Judge interpoſe his Power for 
the Defence of Right, and by his Authority become a 
Bulwark to the Innocent. A Judge ſhould never want 
Courage to rebuke the proudeſt Patron of Wrong, the 
boldeſt Enemy to Juſtice. | 
Fortitude is a Virtue neceſſary in a Judge or Magi- 
ſtrate: and Juſtice then ſhines.with the brighteſt Lu- 
ftre; when it 15 in-Conjundhion with Fortitude, There 
are two great Evils which oft obſtract Juſtice, Force 
and Fraud. Fraud isa ſecret, Force an opett Enemy. 
Now as great Wi/adom is neceſlary ina Judge to dete& 
Fraud ; ſo great Fortitude is no. leſs neceſſary to repell 
Foree. Solomons Throne of Pn was guarded 
with Lyons. Juſtice muſt not only be ouided by Wi£k 
dom, but alſo guarded by Strength,maintain'd by Cou. 
rage. 
Ge that ſuſtains the Perſon of GOD, muſt not fear 
the Faces of men.. He muſt not be baffled by a bold 


- Offendour, ſoas to ſuffer a potent Tranſgreſſour of the 


Law, to carry out+ his Crimes with Impunity ; nor 
muſt he be over-bora by the complicated Force of a 
multitude of Offeadours. He muſt a&t as becomes one 
who-has Almighty GOD for his Patron, who accounts 
impartial Juſtice his impenetrable Shield, who deſigns 


Judges and Magiſtrates. 6 
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the Publick Good as his main End, and eſteems the 
faithful Diſcharge of his Duty, tobe his chiefeſt Glo- 
ry. And therefore in the DireCtion givento Moſes for 
ho Choice and Conſtitution of Magiſtrates and Judg- 
es over the people, it is ſaid, Thow ſbalt provide out of 


all the people, Able men, won men of Virtue and Va-, 


lour, of Courage and Strength, as the prime Requilite for 
rhe mp of Perſons for this great Office. - And 
therefore ſaid Fehoſhephat tothe Judges, whom he ap- 
pointed to judge the people, wy yp Be Strong and 
Do your Work, or, as we render it, Deal couragiouſly, 
and the LORD ſballbe with the Good, 

And why are Judges and Magiſtrates here, (in the 
Text) calld the Mighty, yea, em1m ELOHIM, the 
Mighty GOD, but to ſignify tHey ought to be men of 
Might and Courage, for the Adminiftration of Juſtice 
_ Judgment : for the reſtraining of daring Crimes, 
and the Puniſhment of proud and' potent Offen- 
cours! | 

A good Judge or Magiſtrate who is faithfull inthe 
Diſcharge of his Duty, need not doubt the Divine Pre- 
ſence and Protetion. If a Matter of ſpecial Difficulty, 
which isattended with Danger, dooccur, he may' do 
welltocallto mind the Wordsof Devid to his Son Sx 


Exod. 18. 21» 


2 Chran. 


1 Chron. 


lomon ; Be ſtronz, and of good Courage, and do it ; Fear” 


not, nor be diſmai'd : for the LORD GOD, even my GOD 
will be with thee ; He will not fail thee. nor forſuke thee. 
Juſtice and Judgment is GQD”s Work : and therefore he 
that ſtands in GOD's ſtead, ſhould not, for Fear of man, 
decline the doing of it. | 

' The Thebans were wont to make the Statues of their 
Tudges without Hands ; to note they ſhould rake no 
Bribes: but he cannot poſſibly be a good Judge, 'who 


(as it is ſaid ofthe Sword-Fiſb) is without Heart ; who © 


wants Courage and Reſolution to Execute Juſtice and 
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« men; andin the 


udgment. A Judge muſt have an Eagles Eye, and a 
Gs: He Guſt have a Quickneſs of Sight to 
dete& mens Crimes, and a Courage ſufficient to. con- 
dema the Guilty: | 

Weread in our Chropicle,that Henry the Fifth being 
Prince, coming toreſcue one of his Servants that was 
indicted, was reſiſted by the Lord Chief Juſtice, whom 
he ſtruck-in theFace ; for which the Lord Chiet Juſtice 
commitred him to the Fleet, The Prince ſuffer'd him- 
ſelfto be led toPrifon. The = his Father hearing 
of it, was exceedingly pleaſed, that he had « Juage of 
ſuch Courage, and a Son of ſuch Submiſſion. 

Juſtice is indeed a Heroicalt Virtue in a Judge, which 
elevates him above all Fearsof Danger and Degradati- 
on, all Regard to Riches and Honours, all RefpeQts to 
Relations and Allies; it raiſes him toa true Greatneſs 
of Mind, and Sublimity of Spirit, and ſets him above 
alt Terroursand Temptations, it afſimilates.him in his 
Judiciall Proceedings to the impaſſible Divinity. 
And fuch a Jud ines in Honour as a God among 

ſl | of his Juſtice, will be immor- 
fall, 


Thus Fortitude and Magnanimity rauſt enob'e the 


| Minds of thoſe who fir upon. the Tribunall, and elevate 
their Spiritsto-fuchan Heroicall Height as is proportio- 


able tothe Greatneſs of vhe Power wherewith they 
are intruſted, for. the Adminiſtration of Juſtice and 


Judgment. 


To complete their Charatter and Conformity to 
GOD, ous and Magiſtrates muſt: be- now wan men. 
of Trath.. Truth is an eſſential Excellency of GOD, 
the ReQtor and Judge of the World. For « GOD of 
Truth, and without Iniquity, Fuft and Right is He, The 
Eruth: of Things is. their Reality,, or. reall' Exiſtence: 
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asthey are repreſented to be : the Truth of Perſons is 
their Itegrity, or fairhful Management of their Aﬀairs, 
ih Anſwer to and Diſcharge of their Obligations. A 
Judge or Magiſtrate muſt be Fa/b/ull inthe Diſcharge 
of his Truſt, and make Truth, as far as it. can bedul- 
cern'd, the very Baſis of all his Proceedings. 
Among the Egyptians the chief [Judge wore about £1iar. var. | 
his Neck a certain Jewel, wherein the Image of Truth PY4 0% 
was ingraven in a precious Stone: This was delign'd 
certainly not ſo much for an Ornament, as a Memorial, 
that he might proceed in Judgment according to 
Truth. And ſurely RIGHT EOUSNESS and 
TRUTH (as the URIM and T HUMMIM Exo. 28. go. | 
in the Breaſt-plate of Aarox ) ſhould be engraven on | 
the Soul of the Judge.” For he that has not Truth and 
Juſtice ſeated in his very Soul(as the Father ſpeaks *Joan. **O lu dam 
not rightly execute Judgment. LR —_— 
Truth 1s the. Soul of Juſtice, without which Courts cveworuns 
of Judicature are but Shops of Cruelty. If a Ruler hears wirks curÞ. 
ken to Lyes ( faith Solomon) all his Servants are wicked. y, Le ae. 
Then the Righteous will be defam'd, the Guilty ab- 143wes 8 
folv'd, the Innocent condemn'd; Juſtice and Judg- gwn® 
ment will be perverted to the high Diſhonour of GOD, | 
and horrid: Oppreſſon- of men: but when the: Ruler 
and Judge ( with David ) hates and abhors Lying, loves _——— 
the Truth , preſerves it inviolable in- himſelf, and "7019038 
prizes 1t inother men, he will earneſtly endeavour to 
find out Truth in all Matters before him, thatall his _ 
Proceedings may be in Righteouſneſs and Truth. Hap- | 
Py is the State of that Land, wherein Mercy and Truth: Plul> 85. x , 
are met together, Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each : 
other. When Truth ſhines withra clear Ray, Juſtice 
willappearina:conſpicuousGlory.. . 


Thus. 


' —_ : 


he Dignity'« {Duty of - 2. | 


Plal 290.18. 
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Thus we have ſten what the Virtues are wherein 
Judges and Magiſtrates are oblig'd to excell, upon Ac- 


_ count ofthat Honor which the moſt High GOD hath 


conferr'd upon them, in giving ſuch Glorious Titles to 
them:'- They are ſtiPd the Mighty , the Gods ; and ' 
therefore that they may expreſs a Similitude to the 
Erernal Divinitie,they ought to excel in #1/aom, Juſtice, 
Aercy, Fortitude and '[ruth. Then as their Naines are 
a Titular Honour, theſe Virtues will be their Real! Glo- 
jy, Theſe Virtues will not only gild their Names, but 
put ſuch a Luſtre upon their Perſons, as will make 
them appear as Gods among men, Where-ever they 
live, they will be had in Honour 3 eſpecially when 
theſe judiciary Virtues are conjoin'd with a conſtant 
Prattice of true Pictic, attended withthe Aftions of a 
good Life, and animated with a great Zea/for the Glo- 
ry of GOD. And truly he that is GOD's Subſtitute, 
anthoriz'd to a& his Part among men, ſhould be zca- 
lous for His Glory.: and he that by the Hand of GOD is 


exalted to Eminency of Place and Power above orhers, 


ſhould excell in Piety, and be exemplary to others 
in the Virtues and Actions ofa good Liſe. He ſhould 
live above this World, in Contempt of ſordid Gainand 
ſecular: Glory, and .uncontaminated with thoſe ſenſu- 
all Pleaſures, and vicious Impurities, which wofully 
debaſe the Minds of men, A corrupt Judge, that op- 
prelles the Poor, is ſtiPd a man of the Earth,ywxni qo wi 
a ſorry man, who is but a Son of the Earth. But as for 
the Mighty, who are called Gods, and all of them Sons of 
the moſt High, how does it become them to mind the 
Things that are above, and to have their Converſation in 
Heaven, from whence their Power and Glory deſcends! 
For where ſhould a God live but in Heaven ? And if, 
for the Good of men, he abide on Earth, he ſhould by a 
Great Virtue, turn Earth into Heaven, _ _ 

ce 


as 4 


"Judges and Magiſtrates, 


Place wherein he moves and as, in to a Sphzre.of 
Glory. 


Such ought Magiſtrates and Judges, who are the 
livine Images of GO D, to be.in this World: And 
then the more they excell in Virtue and Piety here, 
the brighter ſhall they ſhine in Glory hereafter. 


For they muſt at length leave this World, and be di- 
veſted of their ſecular Power and Greatneſs. Tho? 7:- 
tular Gods, they are indeed but Mortall men. T have 

ſaid ye are Gods, and all of you Children of the moſt High : 
but ye ſhall aye like men, and fall like one of the Princes. 
You, who fit as Gods upon the Tribunall in this World, 
and judge others, ſhall at length (how ſoon ye know 
not) (hand before the Tribunall of the moſt High 
GQD, tobe judg'd our {elves, according to your 
Works. Then ſhall alt the Adtions of #umane Courts 
be ſcann'd again, and all tht Errours and Obliquities of 
Judiciall Proceedings openly. deteQed. Then the 
wrongs of all the oppreſſed, of all that have been injur'd 
by an unjuſt Sentence, the Tears of Orphans, and the 
Bloud of Innocents, ſhall with loud Clamours, cry for 
Juſtice, and follicit the Divine Vengeance againſt the 
Guilty. Then ſhall a ſevere Sentence, a.dreadfull 
Doom be paſs'd upon all corrupt Magiſtrates and un- 
juſt Judges. The Sentence {hall be irrevocable, the 
Judgment inevitable, the Puniſhment intokerable and 
everlaſting. But good Magiſtrates and juſt Judges 
ſhall, atthat Day, appear with great Joy ; and as they 
have bene exalted above others in the Honour of their 
Places here, ſo ſhallthey out-ſhine them in the Luſtre 
of their Perſons, and have thoſe Eminent Seryices 
they have done for GOD,for their King, for their Coun- 
try, rewarded with a ſuper-excellent Glory in Hea- 
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| Wfal 99. 9 ' van. Angels are (tiled eamn'me ELOHIM, Gods ( as ic 


is laid, Worſbip Him all ye Gods) and Judges whoare 
called Gods on Earth, having faithfully dilcharg'd their 
Duty, ſhall ſharein the Glory of Angels, and ſhine as 
Gods in-Heavea for ever and ever, 


Such is the Honour, ſuch ſhall be the Glory of good 
Magiſtrates;of juſt Judges. But now Magiltrates and 
Judges are cither _ or ſubordinate. The Su- 
preme Magiſtrate and Judge in a Kingdom is the 
KING Himſelf, as it is ſaid ; Submit your ſelves to eve- 
ry Ordinance of man for the LORD's ſake, whether it be 
to the King, as Supreme ; or unto Governouts, 4s wnto 
them that are ſent by him, for the Puniſhment of evilt-Do- 
ers, and the Praiſe of them that do well ; that is, ſubordi- 
nate Judgesand Magiſtrates. Judges and Magiſtrates 
then are but as Delegates of the K jng, whoas his Repre- 
{entatives, ſaſtain Yis Perſon in'AQts of Government 
and Adminiſtration of Juſtice to the People. The Ho- 
nour of theſe th n in being ſtiled the Mighty,the Gods, is 
but a reflefted Ray of that Glory, which with a far 
brighter Luſtre ſhines in Him. he King does prima- 
rily and immediately repreſent the Perſon of GON ; 
and Judges and Magiſtrates ſecondarily and medi- 
ately, asthey repreſent the Perſon ofthe King. The 
Glory then of theſe Great Names, the Mighty, the Gods, 
does primarily pertain to Sovereign Princes; as may 
plainly appear by the Words of the Scripture, where 
they are ſo ſtiled ; 1 have ſaid, Te are Gods, and all of you 
Children of the moſt High: but ye ſhall dye like men, and 
fall like one of the Princes; like David, Solomon, Heer- 
#/ah, that ſometimes ſhone inthis Glory, and now are 


fallen intothe Duſt, Yea, and in our Pblick Service, 


we thus read the Words of the Text ; GOD ftandeth in 
the Congregation of Princes : He is Judge among Gods, 


©. te AK., 


Judges and Magitrates, 


So that the Gods here mentian'd ( according*to this 
Reading of the Words ) are Prjxces : and what Princes 
can ſo properly be God: as Kings, who have a $o- 
vereign Power over the People ? 
The Glory and Majeſty of GOD then ſhines in its 
brighteſt Luſtre in the Face of the King. His Glory 
reat ( ſaith the Plalmilt ) is thy Safwation : Hononr and 
Maj haſt thow laid npon bim. *Tis the King then 
who by reaſon of his Supereminency in Power and 
Authority is indeed \n EL, con'm ELOHIM, 4 Mighty 
God, ruling and judging amongſt men. *Tis the 
King who ( as Joſeph to Pharach, Daniel to Darins ) 
is a Ruler and a Jucge next and immediately under the 
molt High GOD, the Supreme LORD and Judge of 
the whole World. With what Reverence and Vene- 
ration then ought men to look upon his Perſon ! With 
what Readineſs and — on they to ſubmit to 
his Rule and Government ! y allo we may plain- 
ly perceive how great the Sin of Dy/obedience is, how 
heinous the Crime of Rebelbon., *Tisin Efte&t to con- 
remn GOD, 70 fght 4gainft GOD, who vitibly governs 
the World by Sovereign Princes, as his Sitbſtitutes 
and Vicegerents. And uponthe lame Account, how. 
great is the Sinof /Jeating Evidof the King | How mon« 
ſtrous the Crime of making a wardirow Arrempt againlt 
his Sacred Perſon ! ?Tis faid in the Law, 7how 
wot revide rhe Gods, Comms ELOHIM, the Fudges (much 
leſs 1he Kine j) nor curſe won NASI, the Princt,or Ra- 
ler ; wh People "The ſpeaking Evil of anordiadry 
Porſon, is a' Kiproach; of a Ki the (peaking. 
Evil of GOD, a Blaſbhemy. drawn u 
againſt Naborh was this ; /Vaboth did 
ani the Kjng, With this Crime the bold and 
Sebarres of the Primitive "Funnes,' the proud ahd /im- 
Pure Gaoficht, are charg'd by the Apoltlesthem(alves,. 
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| keing'we'owe our own Peace and Safcty, our Lives 


by whotnthey are thus charaRteriz'd ; They deſpiſe Go- 
vernment and Dominion, preſumptuous are they and ſelf- 
wild ; they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of Diegnities 
NE a 5 mphjuen Breognpirns, they tremble not when they I 
pheme the Glories; Sovereign Princes, in whom the Ma- 
jeſty and Glory of GOD ſhines, and who therefore, as 
Gods among men, are the Glories of Mankind, When 
GOD has put ſo much Majeſty and Glory on them, 
given ſo much Authority and Power to them, 
on' purpoſe to caſt an Awe upon thoſe whoare to be 
ſubje&X to them, it muſt needs be ſtrange that men 
ſhould arriveto ſuch an Height of Inſolence, as not to 
rremble when they. blaſpheme them.But deſperate is the 
Boldneſs of Wicked men ; eſpecially when a Multitude 
of them is combined in a Traiterous Conſpiracy _ 
the Life and Honour of their lawfull Sovereign. Ot ſuch, 
David, one of the beſt of Kings, complains ; I have 
heard the Blaſphemy of the Multitude : and Fear # on eve- 
ry fode while Sy conſpire together againſt me, and take their 
Counſel to take away my Life. Audacious Vylany ! De- 
tperate Impiety ! How horrible a Wickedneſs is a 
bloudy Attempt againſt the Life of the King ! Surel 

as the Speaking Evil of a King « Blſphemy, lo the Kil- 
ling ofa King 1s the Murder of GOD in Effipie, and the 
Slaughter of a whole Kingdom at a Stroke. For the 
Anointed 'of the BORD tis the Breath of our Noſtrilis, 
Our Lives are in a ſort bound up in the Life of our So- 
vereign.Lord the King ; ſeeing under his Government 
and ProteQtion we draw our vital Breath, How equall 
and teaſonable is it, that we ſhould-not only earneſtly 
pray to Almighty GOD for the Preſervationof the 
Perſon of the King from Deceit and Violence ;, but alſo, 
with the Hazard- of our Lives and Eſtates, endeavour 
to. da. what lies. in us, :for his Defence agd Security ; 
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and Liberties, with the quiet and comfortable Fruition - 


ofall our Priviledges and Poſleſſions, to his Sword and 
Scepter. And be we well aſſured,the hearty Loyalty and 
Obedience of the SubjeQs, is the beſt Securi for the 
Life of the King,and the greateltGlory of his Kingdom. 


Having pay'd this ſmall T7ibate, which the Words 
of the Text demand, to the King 4s Supreme, return 
we to the ſubordinate Rulers and Judges. And ha- 
ving conſidered them in thets;Per/onall Capacity, both 
as to the Dignity which is put upon them, and the Du- 
ty which is required of them-; Come we now to con- 
ſider them in their , Publick Appearance, as aſſembled in 
a Court of Fud cature, for the Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
and Judgment. This is here calld x-rry ADATH- 
EL, GOU's Court or Council ;' as @ Court of Judicature 
may be fitly call'd;; becauſe conſtituted by his Autho- 
rity, and held, by his Appointment, as the Author and 
Originall of all Order, Power, and Government ; and be- 
cauſe He is therein preſent, as Supreme Lord and 
Judge : For GOD ſftanaeth inthe Congregation of the 
Mighty ( as we readit ) or in the Court of GOD ; tat 
is ( according to the 1diom and Propriety of the He- 
brew-Tongue) in His own Court : He judges among the 
Gods, But 8-rp ADATH-ELis here rendred by the 

| " & & M Fuud. Ny Bey, the Synagogne, the Aſſembly of the 
Gods ; which isof the ſame Import with our Verſion, 
the Congregation of the Mighty. Now theſe Mighty 
ones, are the Judge or Judges, with other Magiſtrates 
and Officers authoriz'd for the Adminiſtration and 
Execution of ſuſtice and Judgment, for the Conſerva- 
tion of the Publick Peace. 

Now this Convention and Aſſociation of the Mighty, 
of Judges and Magiſtrates, for the Confti ation of, a 
Court of Fuſtice, 1s OG F upon g' eat Reaſon, R.. 

| .D 2 e- 


1 Cor. 14-3 
Rom.13.t, 


* 7s. 


hereby "the Adminiſtration of Juſtice is not only 
render'd more ' u ionable , but aMfo more 
powerful and effeQtually conducible to its pro- 
per End, which is the Publick Peace, the Peoples 
Good. This will pany appear, if we conſh*- 
der,. that. the great End ofthe Adminiſtration of Ju- 
ſtice, is the keeping of people within the Limits of 
thoſs Laws, which are the Rules of Government : 
And- Government is deſign'd for the Publick Good ; 
and Laws are made for the ſecuring of the Perſons and 
Proprieties of the People; and efpecially of the King 
or Supreme Governour, who is the Life of the Law, 
and Saul of Government, from whom that quickening 
Influence is derived, which animates the Law, other- 
Wiſe a dead Letter, into a living Power. And ſo conſe- 
quently the . Safety and Happineſs of all the People, 
muſt neceffarily depend upon the Satery and Prolpe- 
rity ofthe King. Now Laws are defign'd tobe as a Fexce 
and Shield to men : a Shield to ſecure their Perſons 
from Wrong by Deceit or Violence ; a Fence, to ſecure 
their Proprieties from any injurious Encroachment or 
Invaſion by others. For the rendring them more effe- 
Quall for this End, Pera/ties are annext unto them, 
in the Infliftion whereof upon Tranſgreſſours ſtands 
the Execution of the Laws. This Execution of Laws is. 
properly an AQ of Juſtice, without which Laws be- 
come inſignificant, as being ineffetuall for the Re- 
Rraint of men from thoſe Inſolencies and Exorbitancies, 
whereby they become injurious to others, and Diltur- 
bers of the Publick Peace. Now Courts of Judicature 


are delign'd for the Execution of Laws, in the due 
Adminiftration of Juſtice and Judgment. And the 


Convention of many Perſons, authoriz*d by the Sove- 
reigm Power for this End, cannot but rationally appear 
tobe the moſt powerfull andeffeQual Means, to re- 
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Judge ; and Magiſh rates, 


raiomenfiem Vice and Sin, to keepthem within the 
Limits of the Law, and {6 to promote the great End 
of Government, the Publick Good, the Kingdoms 
Peace. | 


' Forinſuch an Aﬀembly of Judges and Magiſtrates, 
fuch a Congregation of wa bn Juch a Convention 
of the G Iny arm'd with Authority and 
Power for the Execution 0 Juſtice and Judgment, there 
muſt .needs appear ſo much Majeſty, as will caſt an 
Awe upon the Spirits of men, ſtrike the Guilty with 
ſucha Terrour, as may well make them tremble at the 
Bar, and createſuch a Fear of offending in the Hearts 
of the innocent, as may in all Reaſon reſtrain them 
from the Commiſhon of thoſe Crimes, for which they 
ſee others condemn'd by the Sentence of the Judge, and 
then puniſht by the Hands of the Executioner. For 
the Magiſtrate bears not the Sword in vain : for he i the 
Miziſter of GOD, « Revenger to execute Wrath upon him 
that doth evil. 


Now when the Laws are backt by Arms: and many 
Perſons are aſſembled together bearing the Exſigns of 
Avxthority, and are attended by others bearing the Ix- 
ſtruments of Juſtice, we may reaſonably conceive this 
will ſtrike ſuch a Terrour into the Minds of men, and 
caſt fuch an Awe upon thoſe that are ilkinclin'd, as 


to reſtrain them from injurious Exorbitancies, and keep- 


them within the Bounds of Law and Government. 
This accumulated Strength of Juſtice will as a mighty 
Torrent bear down all Oppoſition,and receive no Check 
by the Inſolence of a bold Offendour, nor be obſtruQ- 
ed by a, Multitude of Tranſgreſſours. Thus Juſtice 
ina Collettive Body of Judges, will ſhine with yt 
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Majeſty, and ſtrike with greater ſtrength, towards the 
bearing down all the Maxfery, of rebellious Pride, and 
enormous Power, which ſhall dare to riſe up againſt 
Lawand Goverriment. | | | 


.. Many Eyes ſee clearer than one, and many. Hands 
'do with greater Force, repell that Wrong and Vio+ 
lence by -which Righteous Perſons are'too, oft oppteſt; 
And thus Gyilt is more eaſily deteted, Innocence more 
certainly relieved, and the Honour and Reverence due 
to Law and Government, more effeQually ſecur'd for 
the Publick Good. 


Thus inthe wiſeſt Nations, the beſt govern'd King- 
doms and Common-Wealths, ſuch Courts of Judi- 
cature have bene conſtituted, as have conſiſted of many 
Perſons, inveſted with Authority for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice. The Fews, a People whoſe Govern- 
ment was founded in the Authority,and confirm'd by 
the Approbation of GO D Himſelf, had their Sanhe- 
arim *, their Ewidpov, or Council veſted with Judicia- 
ry Power, conliſting of Seventy Perſons, who were'the 
Elders of Iſrael. All the greater Caſes of Law were de- 
cided by them, and by their Sentence Capitall Puniſh- 
ments (tilltheir Power was abridg'd by the Romans ) 
were inflicted upon enormous Oftendours, Amongſt 
theſe Seventy Judges, there were two fate as the 
Chief ; one who was called wv» NASI, the Prince,or 
L.Cbief Juſtice; and the other who was calld prrva 28 
AB BETH DIN, the Father of the Court, or of the 
Houſe of Judgment. Now to their Sa»hedrim anſwer 
our Afiſes 4. They are both Words of the ſame Im- 

r1tand Signification : and there's as great a Corre- 
Cnkals in the Things fignity'd. They both denote a 


Court 
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Court of Judicature conſiſting of many. Judges, . or: 
Perſons inveſted with /J ediviaprPodker ! - Such allo, 
was the Court of the Areopagites among the Athenians, 
and the Senate of the Romans, 

When there is but one Judge whoitsalone in Judg- 
ment, the guilty Offendour may hope cither by his 
Gold, or Greatneſs, or by the ' Favour of Friends to- 
fway him from a right Sentence : but when many fir 
in Judgment, tho? he ſhould be favour'd by one, he 
may fall by the reſt ; and there will be no Hope for 
him to prevail with all, and eſcape in _—_— It 
is therefore very agreeable to right Reaton, that a 
Court of Juſtice, which is to determine of we ee 
Matters, ſhould conſiſt of wary Judges. - For fo will 
the Authority be more Auguſt, and the Judgment more 


tremendous. 


But that which ſhould procure” the preatelt Reve- 
rence and Veneration to a Courtof Juſtice, is a firm 
Perſuaſion of the Divine Preſence, This comes, in the 
laſt Place, to be conſlider'd, as it is here, by the Pfal- 
miſt, plainly expreſt ; G@D fPanderh in the Conarega- 
tion of the Mighty, He judgeth among the Gods.” ©-- 

GOD then, 'even' the moſt High GOD, is in- x 
fpeciall manner preſent in- a 'Court of Judicatyre. 
where Judges and Magiſtrates are aſſembled - for the 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice and\ Judgment: ; and" He 
not only ſees and obſerves al Things that are'there 
tranſated, bur by approving and ratifying every right 
Sentence pronounc't by the Judge, He judges among the 
Gods. 


Now as this puts a great Honour upon the Court, 
caſtsa great Glory upon the Judges there aſſembled; fo 
» it 
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it layes' a mighty. Obligation both upon them, and all 
ww who have aoy Concern in the Court, 
or bear nay Part inthe Adairadon iftration of Juſtice, to 
have a very great Care of their Demeanour, to take 
very great beed what they ſpeak, what they do, as 
remembrihg and conſidering that they are inthe ſpeci- 
all Preſence of Almighty GOD; | 

Whenthe Judges, with attendant Magiſtrates, are 
fer upon the Bench, to hear Cauſes, and to do Ju- 
ſice, if the King ſhould cauſe his Royall Throne to 
be ſet in the Court, and ſhould in his. own Perſon 
come jn his Royall Robes, with his Crown glittering 

, en his Head, and the Majeſty of GOD ſhi in his 
Face, and fit down amongſt them, would not this be a 

reat Honour to the Judges ? Would not his Pre- 
ence and Appearing in Royall State, caſt a great 

Luſtre upon the Court ? Now it is the Glory of the 

King, that be is the Image of GOD, and his Vice- 

_ among men. If then the Great GOD Him- 

, by whom Kings reign, and Princes decree Juſtice , 
ſhallbe pleaſed to vouchſafe His Preſence in a Court 
of Jodieiue, in a Convention of Judges and Magi- 

rates ; if 'He ſhall and amoneft the Mighty, judge 
amour ft rhe Gods,. how gremt an ur is this to phe 

I! ! How great a Glory is this to the Court ! 

| Well may 'a man that enters into the Court ſay, with 

| Gev. 28. 16, Jacob,” after his Valion at Berhel, Surely che LOR D 

| 17- #18 this Place; and 1 knew it not. How dreadful « 

this' Place ! This is none other but the Court of GOD, 

His Houſe of Judgment, wherein He ſtands and judges 

amongſt men, 

And then what a mighty Awe ſhould the Preſence 
of -GOD. caſt both upon the Judges themlelves, - and 
the: whole Adembly ! With what a Revereatiall Re: 
F | gar 
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gard to the- Divine Majeſty ſhould all-Matters. be 
tranſacted ! All things ſhould. be done as under the 
Eye of'a"'G O D-infinite in Wiſdom, in Power, in 
faniyy a GOD and Judge who infinitely hates 


niquity, and who has appointed a Day wherein He will as 11. 31. 


judge the World in Righteoaferh, and call all men, both 
Great arid Small, to a ftrict Account for all their 
Words and Attions. ' 


fnong the Arabians there was this ancient. Cu- 
ſtome : In the Cowrt of Fuftice adjoining to the. Chan 
bers of the King, there hung a Chain from the Caze- 
ment of a . Window ,into- the Court. If any man 
thought himſelf co be o—_ by the Judges, he drew 
the Chain, and opened the Cazement. - Hereupon 
the King took Cognizance of the Cauſe : and if the 
Judges were found faulty, they were preſently flain; 
if the Party CC was found guilty, was 
put to Death. - In ſome Proportion and Correſpon- 
dency hereunto, ſhall I ſay, there is a Window open in 
Heaven over the Court of Juſtice,. and there is no- 
thing there done by the Judges or others, but under 
the Eye of GOD, the Great King and Supreme 
Judge, who from his High Throne looks down up- 
on them ? This Conſideration might be juſt Ground 
of great Care and Caution. But, behold ! tis 
more which is here afferted. by the Pfalmiſt. The 
Great GOD does not only look down from Heaven, 
his Holy Habitation, upon the Judges of the Court, 
and obſerve their Proceedings; but He is really pre- 
ſent with them, and ſtands amongſt them. For GOD 
ftandeth in the Congregation of the Mighty : He judgeth 
among the Gods. 
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In a lively A nfion of the ſpeciall Preſence 
and Superinten of the Great GOD, how well 
does it become, how much does it concern the Judg- 
es themſelves to manage their great Truſt and Pow- 
er with all Fidelity and Circumſpetion ! What 
can be more fitly and properly ſpoken to them, than 
what Jehoſhaphat ſpake to the Judges, whom he ſer 
in the Cities of Fudah ; or what can more concern 
them in this Caſe, than to attend to the Charge, 
which the K;»p thea gave them, ſaying, Take heed 
what ye do + for ye juage not for man, but for the LORD, 
who & with you in the Judgment ? Wherefore now let the 
Fear of the LO R D be upon you 7, T ake beed, and do it, 
(wpy wow Obſerve and Do, Att with all Circumſpettion ) 
for there is no Iniquiry with the LO R Dowur GOD, nor 
Reſpel# of Perſons, nor taking of Gifts. Thw- what- 
ever ye do, ſbal ye do in the Pear * L 0 RD, faiths 
fully, and with s perfeff Heart. For (let me addfrom 
the Plalmiſt)) tho? as Gods ye Judge men, there ſtands 
one amongſt you ( whom ye {ce not) who will judge 
you,even the moſt High GOD *. For GO D ftanderh 
Wxdoys> in the Comregation of the Mighty ; and he that is in the 
Sure midſt of thew, (as we may reader it ) wav con'm 

| will judge the Judges 5 2wis Dexpore (as the LXX render 
Weyl. it) will judge the Gods, So aft then inthe Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice,. that when ye ſhall ſtand before 
che Judgment Sear of GOD, ye may ſtand approved, 
2 Tim.4.%. and receive _ that ' Crown of Righteouſmſs', which 
| GOD, the\ Righteous Fudge, ſhall then give to all 

juſt and good meg, even to all them who love His 
Appearing. 


In a Word, ſo a& as ye believe GO D Himlelf 
would do, were He in your Place in the Nature of 
man. 
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man. So ſhall ye reallize that Great Name which 
GOD harh givenyou, and be indeed, as you are ſtiled, 
Gods, whom Juſtice, asan immortal Soul, animates toa 
Divine Life, and intitles to an eternal Crown. 


LF # 


And how well does it become all others who at- 
tend the Court of Juſtice, to bear upon their Souls 
a lively Apprehenſion of the Divine Preſence ; and 
ſo to : To... themſelves in all Concerns as in the 
Sight of GOD | All thoſe eſpecially who ſhall be 
bound by the Religion of an Oath, to declare and teſti- 
fy the-Truch ia Matters of Fact which ſhall be lay'd 
before them, are mightily concern'd to take preat 
Heed to themſelves, that they do faithfully and ſag- 
cerely acquit themſelves, in the Anſwer and Di{- 
charge of ſo ſacred and ſolemn an Obligation, Letthem 
remember that the Eye of GOD, who diſcerns 
the Secrets of all Hearts, is upon them. Let them re- 
member that That GOD, by: whoſe Name . they 
ſwear, in whoſe Preſence they ſtand, and who hears 
the Words they ſpeak before the Judge; is «'G O.D eur. 32. 
of TRUTH, who infinitely hates and abhoss Ly- . 
ing. Lying Lips ( faith the Wiſe man ) re aw 4b4- Prov. 12. 
mination to the LOR D: but they that deal truly are 
His Delight. Yea, 4 Lying Tongae 1s 00t leſs hateful Prov, 6. 
toGOD, than Hands that ſhed innocent Blond : both are 
an Abomination to the LORD. The #6llins of « Lye 
is ſogreat a Sin inthe Account of 'GOD, that He 
hath puniſhe it in ſome (as Ananies and Sopphire) with 
preſent Dearh ; and hath 'plainly .declar*d, He: will aass.5 

uniſh it hereafter with Hc4fire : how jmuch, mare,» 
horrid and abominable is a Perjury, even in the DF 
vine Preſence"! With what Indignatian; did! King 
Nebubadnezzer chtge the Mogiotar: with, 8 Cylon 
bes | 2 | 
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| of this kind ; ſ ing, Te have prepar'd lying and crrage 
: Woras to ſpeak fore Me ! , But how much nr > 
Crime is it for men to prepare: lying and corrupt 


Words, - to ſpeak before Almighty GOD Himſelf, e- 
ven then when they are bound by a ſolemn Oath to 
declare the Truth ! May not this juſtly kindle His 
wrathful Indigoation, to the utter DeſtruCtion of ſuch 


impious men * 


How great isthe Miſchief whicE by a lying Tongue 
may be | in a Court of Juſtice ! The Courſe of 
Juſtice may be obſtrufted, andthe Stream of Judg- 
ment by this - means turn'd - into a wrong Chanel. 
By a falſe Witneff a man may be overthrown in a juf 
Cauſe, to his utter Ruine. By 4 Lye a man may be 

ivdofhis Life. The innocent Naboth, by the ly- 
ou his Life and Eſtate. A lying Tongue is a 

loudy Sword : and the moſt unſpotted Innocence is 
not a Shield ftrong enoughto ſecure a man from its 
fatal Stroke. By means of a lying Tongue the moſt 
Innocent may be found Guilty, and the moſt Guilty 
may be pronounc'd Innocent. 


But let thoſe who ſhall be concern'd to declare and 
teſtify the Truth, in thoſe Matters which hall fall un- 
der the Cognizance of the Court, remember and con. 
ſider, that tho* they may Ron by falſe Aſſertions, 
or ſundry Artifices and Diſguiles, conceal the Truth 
from men, and their Fatſhood may not be detefted 
by the moſt- wares = ris utterly impoſſible 
> fhouldideceive that GOD before whom they ſtand : 
and tho* the Puniſhment of their Perjury be not in- 
fitted by men, they cannot poſſibly eſcape the Ven- 


geance 


wg Tongues of two fe Witneſſes, was at once de- 
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geance of Almighty GO D. He has eſtabliſhr an 
unchangeable Law againſt this Sin, which He once, 
yea, twice, wrote with His own Finger .( with: the 
reſt of the Tex Commandments ) upon Tables of Stone. 
The Law is this : Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the 
LORD thy GOD in vain : for te LORDwil 
not hold him guiltleſs that taketh His Name in vain. 
Now he that violates a Sacred and folemn Oath, 


Ex0. 20, 7+ 


adminiſtred to him in the Name of G O D, does in - 


a high Degree take the Name of G O D in vain. 
How wofull is the State of this man ! For whether 
by his falſe Report or Teſtimony, an Innocent man 
be pronounced Guilty, or a Guilty man Innocent, 
he becomes Guilty before G O D, the Great Judge 
of all, who by a Righteous Sentence will condemn 
him to the burning Flames, For He hath faid, He 
will not bold him guiltleſs, he will not acquit him, he 
will certainly condemn him ; and then moſt miſe- 
rable muſt his State be for ever and ever. Now 
what Folly is it for any man, for the Prevention of 
a juſt Sentence upon a Gone man, by a plain Per- 
jury to draw ſuch a dreadful Guilt upon his own 
Soul! And the Folly is yet greater, and the Guilt more 
dreadful, if an Innocent man by his falſe Report or 
Teſtimony be condemn'd to Death as Guilty. For 
he is then at once Guilty of Perjury and: Murder. 
He at once contemns, GOD, and brings the Bloud of 


Rev, 21. 8. 


that man upon himſelf; and fo juſtly deſerves no lels 


than. double Damnation. 


Oh then remember all ye that may be concern'd, 
that when ye come totake an Oath ina Court of -_ 
ſtice, ye {tand notonly before the, Judge, but 
GOD Himfclf, whothad as King and Judge inthat 


% 


Or — 


oe HE i,” Wy 


ww 


.Exo. 20. 16. 


T Rir. 22, 16. 
2 Chr.18. 15- 
Mat.26.6 z. 
Lev. $. 1. 


Plal.1 5.2. 


The Dignity « and Duty of | 


— 


Aſſembly, and will certainly avenge upon you t 

grievous Sin of Perjury, if ye ſhould any way be 
guilty ofit. Remember, O man, O woman, whoſo- 
ever thou art, who ſhalt be call'd as a witneſs of any 
Matter in the Court, Remember (1 ay) that Charge 
which Almighty GOD hath given thee in that Law, 
which He pronounc't with a Voice of Thunder, 
from the midſt of Flames of Fire, in Mount Sinar, 
ſaying, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy 
Neighbour. The very words which GOD thea ſpake 
are theſe, ww 1p Tp MpnN"e? Thou ſhalt not anſwer a 
lying Teftimony concernins thy Neighbour ; that 1s, Be- 
ing interrogated by the Judge «por thy Oarh, thou 


"ſhalt not, in ty Anſwer, give a falle or /ying Teſtimony, 


for or againſt thy Neighbour. This 0th, among the 
Jews, the Judge was wont toimpole after this man. 
ner; 1 adjure thee by the living GOD that thou tell ms 
the Truth in this Matter. Hence it's ſaid in the Law, 
If a Soul fix ( that is, It a Crime be committed by any 
Perſon) and one hear the Voice of Swearing ( that is, 
of the Judge adjuring him) a»d*is « Witneſs whether 
he hath ſeen or known of it; uf he ds not wtter it, 
then he ſhall bear his Iniquity ( that is, He ſhall not on. 

contraCt the Guilt ofthe Crime-committed, but al- 
o bear upon his Soul the Guilt of the Sin of Perjury, 
and f{o incur the manifeſt Danger of <ternal Damnati- 
on.) And therefore all ye that are concern'd, as ye 
tender the Honour of Alavighty GOD , and the Sal- 
vation of your own Souls ( which you pledge in your 
Oath ) deal in all Things ſincerely and traly, /pcak- 
ing, as becomes an Heir of Heaven, the Truth in your 
Heart ; that Juſtice and Judgment maybe rightly exe- 


-*cuted,. and you,' when you ſhall ſtand'before the Tri. 


- bunal of GON,” may appear withPoldneſs, and give vp 
For 


our Accounts with Joy. 
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For th:reis a Great Day a coming, when all 
the World ſhall be ſummon'd to appear before 
the Jadgment-Seat of GOD. Never was there ſo Rom. 14. 10. 
Great an Aſſembly as that, and never ſhall there be 
any fo great after it. All the Kjngs, Rulers, and 
Judges of the Earth, ſhall meet together at that 

y : yea, then ſhall all men, both the Righteous 
and the Wicked , both the Living and the Dead, 
ſtand before the Face of the Judge, by his Sen- 
tence to be ſeparated one from another, to receive 
their Reward or Puniſhment intheir proper Place, 
from whence they ſhall never return to meet a- 
gain or ſee one anothers Faces more, This was 
repreſented in Viſton to St. John, who thus re- 
ports what he faw 3 1 "oy (faith he ) « Great Rev, 20. xr, 
white Throne, and Him that ſate on it, from whoſe 1%. 
Face the Earth and the Heaven fled away, and there 
m4s found no Place for them, And I ſaw the Dead, 
ſmall and great, ftand before GOD. And the Books 
were open'd; and another Book was open'd, which is 
the Book of Life. And the Dead were jaded out of 
thoſe Things which were written in the Books, accord- 
ing to their Works, What was thus repreſented- in 
Viſion, ſhall at length be executed in Reality ; and 
we who are here preſent this Day, ſhall make a 
Part of that great Appearance. It infinitely con- 
cerns us all ro- prepare for it, for our ever/afting 
State whether of Happineſs or Miſery will be de- 
termin'd by that Sentence or Doom, that ſhall be 
paſs'd on us at that Day. We ſhall then ei- 
ther with unſpeakable ky, hear the Judge 1a 
to us, Come, ye Bleſſed, inherit the Kjngdom ; or with: wa. ,,. 
unutterable. Horrour and Anguiſh hear thoſe = 34» 
m 
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4'- mall Words, Depart, ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, 
Happy are we this Day, that we have yet Time 
allow'd-us, thro*- GQD's indulgent Mercy, to pre- 

_ for that Appearance. Happy are we, it we 

ave any of us hitherto walked in finfull Waies, 
| that GOD is pleaſed this Day to call to us from 

” Ezck. 18-23, Heaven -in His Holy Word, ſaying, Return. and 

| 3* Live. Let's remember, all our Words and 4#:- 
0ns are recorded in thoſe Books, which ſhall be lay*d 
open at that Day. Let us then ſo ſpeak and do now, 
that we may not be afraid or aſham'd that our Words 
and Deeds ſhould be openly declar'd before all the 
World then. | 


Let's then look upon the Court of Juſtice, the 
Congregation of the Mighty this Day, wherein 
GOD ftands and-judges among ft the Gods, as a livel 
Image of that Great? Afjiſe, wherein we ſhall al 
ſtand before the Tribunall of GO D ; whom tho? 
we now ſee not, we ſhall then behold, manifeſtin 
Himſelf to us in the Humane Nature, but with 
Great Majeſty amd Glory, in the Perſon of 
2 Cor. 5. 10- CHRIST. For we muſt all appear before the Judg- 
ment-Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive t 
things done in his Body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad. Then, as in the Court 
of Juſtice we (ee the Judge fitting on the Bench, 
-attended on either Hand with ſeverall Perſons of 
Prime Quality, veſted with Judiciary Power, we 
Mar. 15. 28. ſhall ſee rhe Son of man (the Lord Je/ws Chrift ) 
& Luk-22-3% (rting #13 the Throne of his Glory, and with Him 
1 Cor. 6. 2,3- his Twelve Apoſtles, Pu upon twelve T hrones, 
Judzing the twelve Tribes of Iſrael, Then (ball the 
S1yts, by their Aſſociation to Chriſt, and _ 
atlO0n 


_ Mr T6 the 
5 F..1 how DG Do. rea wit 
be * the + hy new Wike Nee ſa bh man 
ooking pale att while 
nouriciag the Sentence' of Death a up Fm, ke 
think with our ſelves; with whats 
Trembling' will Guilty Sinhers _ r "ie pr 
Great Day” before the Tribunall' of Chrift, when 
irrevocable Seneerice ſhall- be” paſſed * ypon 
them” whereby they Thall be d | to the 
Suffering ofthe bitter: 'Palts of evernal cath Oh 
how will they wring their Hands. for Sorrow and 
Anguiſh of Heart, wiſhing yy never, nevet 
bene barn, thai by of Sig, which 
was but for a t,' hive 4 g 
into thaſe” unutterable Sorrows," thoſe into 
Tormerits which \ſhall laſt 't> *Eternity'* Now 
what content 3p Bopas 7 for the Gain of the 


whole a Ha nr 


os 


Day ?. 2. 

4 « Pitture of 0 Dy of Th nt (as it 15 
laid ) became the br _——_— "; 7 
barbarous ** ahity ; how much * g4gcric King - 
more powerfull” and efcacivas ſhould ſo we * petting 
an Im age apt > Repreſentation thereof, as is a Covi 
of Juſtice, wherein the Judge fits upon Life and 
Death, be for the Cgnverſion of men tro GOD, 
for the Perſuaſion -of thoſe 'who ' have hitherto 
liv'd in Sin and has" a to break off "ol 
evV1 
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Fey red rs Cer forthe lyation of our 

npngrrnl.{Soun. ;k | Let's make our Peace By, 

GOD, by a hearty Repentance for our . 

fences; ; and aro 'y implore the Aids of His 


' Grace, that, we may. hogour-Him forthe Time tg 

e: 4 rs -hogy ae nal Let, the 'Fear 'of a 
deſerve "Paniſbngns reſtrain us ' from. Vice and 
Sin, and the» Hope of a (onus Reward quicken 


an woyumetÞ [Abo an ligence in well.doing, 
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Let's ſo of Im- 
Portance, "I ately ; fum- 


 mon'd -to- Jud lend . _ | our ſelves 


every Day of our Lives with ſuch a Holy Circum- 
F=2y :aS, If 6 0040 -Day, eyery;Night 
aPet. 3.10, 1 ug. Day: , begin. . For, che 


112 Day of the; L0;R B. well came a4 4.T hief in the Night 
in " which the Mlwcas Bail pub ; 


all paſs away with a great 
Noiſe , 'and og ' Blernne ſha ſhall. melt with fervent 
tea; 2, Kt fa 


1th (alfa , awd the. HK 4. bar 
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ſec fons ought we to be in all Holy Conver "and 
Heb. 12. 28, Godlivefs f- Let's. thes,  bave Grace that we Ay 
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al-appear before- GOD 4 Dy , With ex. 
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before men aud. Angels, by. His gracious Ac- 
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